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With more and more foreign students, particularly from other Asian nations,
attending universities in Japan, the government is preparing to introduce a new
uniform examination to facilitate foreign students’ entrance into Japanese schools.

According to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
the new test is designed for students of all nationalities. However, the
pilot-examination venues® being concentrated in Asia reveals the government’s
desire to address the increased number of incoming students from other parts of the
continent.

Education ministry statistics on foreign students showed 2000 to be a
record-setting year. Students from other countries in Japan totaled 64,011 as of May
last year. The figure includes students at all types of educational institutions who are
sponsored by the Japanese government, their own government or themselves. The
number was not only record-high, but it also marked a 14.8 percent increase over the
previous year. Similar rates of increase have not been recorded since the peak years
of Japan’s bubble economy around 1990.

Previously, the number of foreign students in Japan rose consistently from
around 1970 until 1995, when a slight fall was registered. The decline in that year
reflected weakness in Japan’s economy. Despite the economic woes however, the
budget for the government’s foreign-student initiatives was not cut.

Behind the recent surge in foreigners enrolled in Japanese schools are students
from other Asian nations. Of the education ministry’s figure for foreign students in
2000, nearly 90 percent hailed from other parts of Asia. A breakdown of the Asian
students shows about 55 percent, or 32,297, were Chinese, the largest group. After
students from China came those from South Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia, Indonesia and
Thailand.

Yutaka Hara, chief of the Student Exchange Division at the education ministry,
explained the large influx of students from China: “The distance between Japan and
China is short. Chinese people’s eagerness to have their children receive higher

education has grown considerably in recent years. But in China, institutes of higher
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learning are still scarce. As a result, they are coming to the country nearest to China
that has a well-developed educational system.”

To meet the needs of the growing number of foreign students in Japan, the
government is preparing a new test of the Japanese language and basic academic
skills to make it easier for foreigners to enroll in Japanese institutes of higher
learning.

At present, most foreign students who come to Japan on their own must take a
basic-skills test sponsored by the Association of International Education. They must
also take a Japanese-language test administered under the auspices of the education
ministry.

The basic-skills exam is conducted only once a year, and it is scarcely offered
overseas. In many cases foreigners must come to Japan to take the test, though their
admission into a Japanese university is not guaranteed.

The Japanese-language exam currently being administered is designed to check
general knowledge of Japanese and is not specific to academic language skills. Both
tests have often been criticized as barriers that exclude foreigners from Japanese
schools.

The new Examination for Japanese University Admission for International
Students will make it possible for foreign students to gain admission to Japanese

universities before coming to Japan.
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Once, long ago in a land far away, there lived four little characters who ran
through a maze IIl for cheese to nourish them and make them happy.
Two were mice “Sniff’ and “Scurry” and two were little people —
beings who were as small as mice but who looked and acted a lot people
today. Their names were “Hem” and “Haw”.
Due to their small size, it would be easy not to notice what the four of them
were doing. But if you looked closely II' you could discover the most amazing
things!
Every day, the mice and the little people spent time in the Maze looking for
their own special cheese.
The mice, Sniff and Scurry, possessing only simple rodent brains, but good
instincts, searched for the hard nibbling cheese they , as mice often do.
The two little people, Hem and Haw, used their brains, filled with many beliefs
and emotions, to search for a very different kind of Cheese — with a Capital C —
which they believed would IIl them feel happy and successful.
(Spencer Johnson, Who Moved My Cheese £ V)
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@O waiting @ looking @ Dbuying @ out ® away
(2)

@O named @ got @ brought @ call ® on
3)

@O when @ of @ that @ like ® what
@ [ o ]

@ enough @ much @ very @ lot ® more
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@O wish @ Dbought @ drank @ threw ® liked
O)
@O get @ make @ like @ do ® give
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1
(A) 1It’s over there.
(B) There’s a bus every ten minutes.
(C) Thank you very much.
(D) Excuse me, is there a bus or subway that goes downtown?
(E) Where is the bus stop?
O D)EXAC)(B) ©@ D)BEA(C) @ (D)(AC)(E)B)
@ (EXD)(AMB)(C) ® (E)XB)D)ANC)

2
(A) T'm going to Seattle.
(B) What have you got there, Tomoko?
(C) Congratulations. Where are you going?
(D) Wow, you might have a chance to see Ichiro.
(E) It’s an application form. I'm going to study English abroad.
O AMDMMBEXC) @ AWMBENC)D) ® BEDO)(A)
@ BEC)(A)D) ® BAMD)C)N(E)
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(A) Youd better get him a flea collar.

(B) Oh, my God! They really like me. Look at all the fleabites on my leg.
(C) This dog has fleas.

(D) Uh-oh. I just saw one jump on you.

(E) Don’t scratch them.

O (WEMB)D)C) ©@ AMDMI(C)B)E) @ AOCBD)E)
@ O©DEB)(A) ® (©AD)B)E)
ma

(A) Oh, the Japanese don’t like them either?

(B) My car is broken now and I don’t have enough money to repair it.
(C) Why don’t you come to the office by car?

(D) Of course we don’t. Nobody likes them.

(E) TIhate the crowded trains.

O EADMXIC)B) @ EXC)BD)A) ® BAMDM)EXC)
@ (©MD)IAE)B) ® (©BED)A)
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1 Jill was herself with joy.

@ Dbeside @ for @ of @ enjoyed ® happy

12 Let’s talk a cup of coffee.
@® in @ on @ over @ drink ® beneath

13 Thisisjust I have been looking for. Thank you.
@O that ©@ it @ which @ what ® thing

14 Here you at the stadium.
O are @ is @ get @ have ® like

f5 do you like Sasebo?

D Are ®@ What ® Which @ How ® Who

16 Iwishwe a simpler expense account system.
@O willhave @ arehaving @ had @ havehad & have

17 Tvereally enjoyed with you.

@O work @ to work @ worked
@ working ® being working

fl18 Why don’t you take a ?
@ lest @ napping @ breathe @ Dbreak ® furniture

19 My officeis a from my home.

@ ten-minute drive @ ten-minutes drive @ ten-minutes driving

@ ten-minute car ® ten-minute by car
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f 14

f 15

fl 16

17

f 18

It’s that he’s too busy to go with us.
disappointment @ disappoint
disappointing ® to disappoint
Opportunity knocks twice.
doesnot @ no

@ seldom

@

@ disappointed

not ® ever

We pay only by transfer to the you designate.

account @ money

@ check

I was asked some milk.

buy
bought

@ buying
® to be bought

The toilet won’t stop .

run ® running @ torun

Tom gave me .

an advice

a piece of advice

@ advices

® many advice

Bill spilled the soup purpose.

in @ off

@ with

@

@

@

salary ® some
@ tobuy
ran ® being run

@ alot advice

of ® on

Tom came to see me @ the morning of July 18.

in ® on

This is buildin

third tall
the third tallest

@ with
g in Japan.

@ the third tall
® the tallest third

@

off ® into

@ the third taller



119 You may take you like.

@D that ® which @ whichever @ this ® what’s

120 How is it from here to the station?
@ many @ often @ about @ distance ® far
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fil1 Please remember me to your parents.
@ remind me ® say hello @ keep in mind

@ keep in touch ® memorize

fll2 We should not despise the poor.
@O keep up with @ do away with @ put off
@ look down upon ® callup

13 You must investigate the matter immediately.
@ look at ® handin @ show off

@ take partin ® look into

14 Tom came to my office occasionally.

D once in a while @ in case @ some time

@ case by case ® on time

15 We had rain for three days on end last week.
@ entirely @ endless @ on the top
@ intermittently ® continuously
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(1 apermanent 27d 3for 4like 5anappointment 6make 7to).

® __3_5__ @ __6_3__ ® __5_6__
@ __7_5__ ® __ 2 7 _

B2 HkEAEbicb )2, 3HNSL DT R,

She (1 more 2to 3a 4invited b5Hfew 6us  7stay) days.
O __1_5__ ® __4_3__ ® __2_6__
@ __7_5__ ® __2_3__

B3 20RO FLHECHERNAENATT,

(1with 2thelittleboy 3no 4has b5to 6one 7play).

® __3_5__ @ __1_3__ ® __7_6__
@ 2 5 ® __2 4 _

M4 RAEBIZRWEO L ZAHICKLETHESOSITE L,

We (1 till 2 a long 3 kept on 4 came 5 walking 6 we 7 to)

bridge.
O __2_5__ @ __1_4_ _ ® __5_6__
@ __3_5__ ® 2 1
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What ( 1 however and but 2 1is 3 between 4 in 5 the 6 difference

7 meaning )?
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