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At the age of 16, Alex struggled to hold a fork to his mouth. He had very low 1Q and
arudimentary  vocabulary. Letters and figures were meaningless to him.

Doctors said it was unlikely that he would ever significantly improve, for he had
only half a brain. Surgeons removed Alex’s left hemisphere when he was eight in an
attempt to phase out the drugs that he was taking to control his epileptic fits

Specialists in Britain, Alex’s home country, predicted he would never really learn to
read or write. Then Alex's mother heard of Professor Reuven Feuerstein (pronounced
Foyerstein), an Israeli psychologist who had worked miracles with apparently hopeless
cases. Alex spent two years with him in Jerusalem.

When | met Alex, he was 19 and showed off a mane of blond-dyed hair. He greeted
me with a cheerful handshake. | handed him a news clipping I'd cut from a magazine.
“Would you mind reading this for me?” | asked.

“When you meet him,” he began, “Alex does not strike you as a particularly special
or unusual boy. He has a birthmark on his head that looks just like Gorbachev’s "
He smiled, recognizing himself.

In Jerusalem, the boy with half a brain had learned to read. He had also learned to
write and do basic mathematics.

Feuerstein’s pioneering work for deprived or mentally handicapped children has
helped thousands of kids regarded as hopeless to live fuller, sometimes even normal
lives.

In a classroom in central Jerusalem, | watched Alex and two other teenage
Feuerstein students work with “Orientation in Space,” one of a set of “brain-gym”
exercises devised by the professor.

On the table before them was a picture of a square. I:l from a face-on
perspective, it had a house on the far side, a tree to the right, a flowerbed to the front
and a bench to the left.

Ruthie Kaufman, one of Feuerstein’s instructors, now asked Alex mentally to

transport a boy into the middle of the square. The imaginary boy was facing right.
2



“Problem,” said Ruthie. “What does the boy see in front of him?”

“Atree,” Alex answered at once, correctly.

Next the boys took it in turns setting the problems. They got progressively more
difficult. “If the tree is to the boy’s left, which way is he facing?” one of them asked.

“He’s facing the house,” answered Alex wrongly (the boy would have been facing
the flowers).

“How come you got it |:| ?” Ruthie asked him.

“l didn't think,” Alex replied. “I wasn't focused.”

Like other Feuerstein exercises, “Orientation in Space” helped students to acquire
a number of basic thinking skills, Ruthie told me afterwards. It taught them about
points of view and how to adopt problem-solving strategies. Think before you speak was
one. Check your work was another.

Feuerstein was the son of the rabbi * of Botosani, Romania. When the boy was
eight, an illiterate coachman asked Reuven to teach him to read the Torah in exchange
for a pocket watch.

“He learned to read, but | never got the watch,” laughs Feuerstein, who is now 81.
“That’s the story of my life.” Feuerstein never charges patients, and his International
Center for the Enhancement of Learning Potential (ICELP) in Jerusalem survives

largely on voluntary donations.

rudimentary

1
2 epileptic fits
3
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(Reader’s Digest, August, 2002 , )
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When 1 first moved to Cambridge, Massachusetts, | walked and rode my bicycle
everywhere. As a result, | eventually |:| some critical landmarks mostly
restaurants, coffee shops, bookstores, and movie theaters  and generated a mental
map of how to move I:l from one destination to another, even when the path was
unfamiliar. Given the snow and rain, | decided that my feet and bicycle were not
always convenient, and thus purchased a car. What a disaster! My mental map of the
area was . All the routes and shortcuts that | had been accustomed to were
obsolete given that most of the streets in Cambridge are one-way. No problem for
travel on foot or by bicycle, but a serious impediment for . Large sections of
my map were deleted as | began the process of reconstructing new landmarks and
new routes. It took year for a car-friendly map of Cambridge to emerge in my
head, and 1 am slowly adding on Boston and the neighboring areas. Fortunately, my

wife and | are both spatially challenged, so we have come to expect and somewhat
enjoy the of getting lost.

(Marc Hauser , Wild Minds: What Animals Really Think )
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(A) I'msorry. She is in a meeting at the moment.

(B) Could I leave a message?

(C) Certainly.

(D) Could I speak to Ms. Stewart?
(E) Could you tell her I called?

(D)AXEXC)(B) (E)A)B)(C)(D)
(D)AXB)(C)(E) (B)C)D)(A)E)

(A) What time do you want the reservation for?

(D)C)E)A)B)

(B) I'd like to make a reservation for four people for tomorrow night.

(C) Hello, this is the ABC Restaurant.
(D) I'd like to make the reservation for 7 p.m.

(E) Okay.

(B)E)A)D)(C) (C)B)A)D)E)
(A)C)E)D)(B) (A)D)(E)B)C)

(C)D)A)B)E)



(A) | must stop smoking.

(B) Why don't you start today?

(C) No, I can't. | have an appointment with my friend.
(D) That's a good idea.

(E) And I must do exercise.

(A)D)(E)B)(C) (A)D)(B)(C)E) (A)C)(D)(B)(E)
(BEXD)(A)(B)(C) (A)B)(C)(D)(E)

(A) I have a toothache.

(B) Yes, and I can't eat anything.

(C) That's too bad. Does it hurt much?
(D) You look pale. What's wrong?

(E) You should see a dentist right away.

(D)B)(C)(A)E) (A)C)(B)(E)D) (D)A)C)(B)(E)
(D)AXEXC)(B) (A)E)B)(C)(D)
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This book | bought yesterday by Shakespeare.

wrote was writing writes

was written had written

Please help me look my glasses.

of for to

over forward

You should close the window when you .

leave left will be leaving

will leave have left

I did not have to drink.

nothing something anything

another none

The house is not far from here.
where to live that she lives in which she lives

which to live where she lives in

| don't feel at in English.

best school rest

country home
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A thief was seen out of the house.

went to go

gone go

he is over seventy, he can run very fast.
In spite of Because

Despite As

If I had had a little more time, | my room.

have cleaned cleaned

might have cleaned clean

She is on good with her classmates.
relatives terms
parts time

I have four times books as he has.
as many more
many such

| stayed at the party nine o'clock.

on for

by until

Don't you like playing tennis?

No, | play tennis every day.

Yes, | play tennis every day.

10

had gone

Even though

might clean

friends

as

at

Yes, | never play tennis.

No, I do.

Yes, | don't.



14

15

16

1

~

18

19

20

The doctor advised her too much.
to smoke don’t smoke

smoke not not to smoke

You have been a little more careful.

should will

shall used to

cannot be cured must be endured.
That What
Which All

Don't forget your homework.

to do do

done to be done

any answer, he wrote to her again.
Not to have received Having not received

Not having received To have received not

Man cannot do water.

unless without

despite aside
I'm not interested in that movie in the .

lest all

least way

11

not smoke

ought

doing

Not to receive

on

little
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| can't understand what she is trying to say.

geton look out make out take up

The storm kept me from going to Tokyo.
held protected escaped prevented

He turned down her offer without any good reason.

replied accepted submitted fell

I went to Nagasaki and played with a child of my aunt.

nephew niece cousin uncle

You have to explain your absence from school.
stand for account for hand out take out

I will go along with him on this plan.
agree work enjoy prepare

12

put down

insisted

refused

sister

apply for

accompany
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20

(Ime 2tomyschool 3walk 4takes 5it 6to 7 twenty minutes).
1 6__ __17_6__ __2_6__
1 3 __ __6_2__

(Imynewjob 2in 3finding 4difficulty 5no 61 7 had).

_ 4 _3__ __1 5 _ __5_2 _
_.3_4__ __6_5__

(is 2tosee 3necessary 4you 5adoctor 6it 7 for)atonce.
__3_5_ _ __4_ 5 _ __71_3__
__3_4 _ __17_2_ _

I have (1 never 2this 3so 4as 5watched 6amovie 7 fearful).
__3_4 _ __7_4_ _ __4 6__
_2_T1__ __3_6__

(1he 2theway 3speaks 4reminds 5of 6 hismother 7 me).
__3_T7__ __4_5__ __T7_2__
__7_6__ __3_6__

13



Please (1a 2me 3let 4thebook 5have 6look 7 at).

_6_4 5 6__ 6.7
__3_6__ 4 2

(1He 2always 3something 4bad 5is 6saying 7 about others).
2 3 __ 5 4 5 3

2 4 __6_4

14
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